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Joshua Russell has performed as a pianist, organist, and conductor throughout the
United States, Europe, and Haiti. Widely regarded as an expert on the piano music of
Haiti, Dr. Russell recently performed an encore recital of Haitian piano music at the
Haitian Embassy in Washington, D.C., after which Haitian Ambassador Raymond
Joseph stated:
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“As an interpreter of Haitian music, you could not find a better person. He was an
inspiration to everyone who heard him. He is an inspiration to me.”
Deeply committed to improving the lives of Haitians through music-related activities,
Dr. Russell recently recorded a CD of Haitian piano music, with half of the proceeds
going toward the rebuilding of Haiti’s primary music school that was completely
destroyed in the earthquake.
In addition to his involvement with Haitian music, Dr. Russell has appeared as an
orchestral soloist and in recitals at nationally visible venues such as the Liszt-Garrison
International Piano Competition in Baltimore, American Liszt Society National Festival,
the San Genarro Festival of Los Angeles, the Lasker (North Carolina) Summer Music
Festival and was recently invited to perform at the World Piano Conference in Novi Sad,
Serbia.
Dr. Russell is in demand throughout the United States for his entertaining and
educational workshops for music students and teachers and has been a speaker at
national conferences of the Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) and the
College Music Society.
Joshua is an Instructional Assistant Professor of Piano at Illinois State University. He
has served on the piano faculty for the École Sainte Trinite Summer Music Camp for
Haitian Youth in Leogane, Haiti where he also conducted the Petits Chanteurs Haitian
boys choir.

Guest Artist Recital Series

Jason Laczkoski, Saxophone
Joshua Russell, Piano
Anna Draper, Violin

You can find out more about Joshua Russell at: www.joshuarussellpianist.com.
An experienced educator, Anna Draper has taught privately for nearly ten years holding
a studio of over thirty students before beginning her Graduate work. She began her
Suzuki violin studies at the age of seven and is now herself a certified Suzuki instructor.
Anna has studied Suzuki pedagogy through the fourth book with Joanne Melvin and Teri
Einfeldt at the Chicago Suzuki Institute, and with Christie Felsing at the Preucil School.
In 2005, she was privileged to attend a monthly seminar with renowned Suzuki
pedagogue, John Kendall.
Anna received her Bachelor of Music in violin performance from the University of
Michigan studying with renowned violinist Yehonatan Berick and is currently finishing
her Master of Fine Arts degree in violin performance at the University of Iowa under the
direction of Dr. Scott Conklin. In recent years she has also had the opportunity to work
with prominent teachers including Paul Kantor, Donald Weilerstein, and members of the
Cavani String Quartet among others.

Kemp Recital Hall
September 7, 2011
Wednesday Evening
8:00 p.m.
This is the second program of the 2011-2012 season.

Program

Performer Biographies

Please turn off cell phones and pagers for the duration of the concert. Thank you.

Described as a “talented saxophonist” by renowned artist Eugene Rousseau, Jason T.
Laczkoski is currently a Doctor of Musical Arts (ABD) candidate at the University of
Iowa. An active performer, Jason has performed at numerous venues including at the
North American Saxophone Alliance conferences, the Navy Saxophone Symposium,
Penn State’s Single Reed Summit and numerous solo recitals.

Chants D’Auvergne (1923-1930)

Joseph Canteloube
(1879 – 1957)
transcribed by Ito Yasuhide

La Patoura als Camps
Baïlèro
Trius Bourrées

Sonata in E-flat Major, Op. 120 No. 2 (1894)
Allegro amabile
Allegro appassionato
Andante con moto

Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)
arranged by E. Rousseau

Mr. Laczkoski completed a Bachelor’s degree in music studying with Joseph Murphy at
Mansfield University. While at Mansfield, Jason was the winner of the annual concerto
competition and was a featured performer on the orchestra’s annual tour. During his
undergraduate studies Jason was the winner of the Pennsylvania Music Teacher National
Association’s Young Artist Woodwind Division. Following his undergraduate work,
Jason accepted the Saxophone Teaching Assistantship at the University of Iowa. He
completed a Masters degree in saxophone performance and pedagogy studying with
world renowned saxophonist Kenneth Tse. During this time Jason won the Iowa MTNA
Young Artist Woodwind Division and placed second at the regional round.
In addition to his studies with Joseph Murphy and Kenneth Tse, Jason has performed in
masterclasses with some of the best saxophonists in the world including Jean-Yves
Fourmeau, Eugene Rousseau, Steven Mauk, and the Zagreb Quartet.

~ Intermission ~
Penelope’s Song (2007)

Judith Shatin
(born 1949)

Come Down Heavy! (1994)
Steel Drivin’ Man
I Gave My Love a Cherry
Oh, Lovely Appearance of Death
Drill Ye Tarriers

The Devil’s Rag (1988)

Evan Chambers
(born 1963)

Jean Matitia
(born 1952)

Currently, Jason is free-lancing in central Pennsylvania where he is an adjunct instructor
of saxophone at Lycoming College and runs a private studio. He may be seen playing in
numerous pit orchestras or performing with the Penn Central Wind Band.
In addition to saxophone, Jason has studied body mapping and Alexander technique with
Kay Hooper. He is actively pursuing ways to incorporate these techniques into his
pedagogy in the hopes of one day creating a written guide describing how the body is
used during saxophone playing.
Another research interest of Jason is the use of
intertextuality in music, which is the topic of his dissertation.
Jason may be heard on the CDs Seven Settings and D. Martin Jenni Tribute both
produced by the University of Iowa’s Center for New Music. In January of 2011 Jason
won a national recording grant competition that will enable him to record his debut solo
album featuring works for saxophone and piano, saxophone and electronics, and
saxophone with violin, anticipated release date of this recording is scheduled for October
2011.
Jason is a proponent of new music for saxophone that is beautifully and intellectually
written as well as accessible to the audience. London based composer Ian Stewart is
writing a work for Jason for alto/soprano saxophone and violin duet that will be
premiered in January of 2012. Other commissioning projects are in the works and it is
Jason’s hope to contribute beautiful music to the repertoire of the saxophone.
Mr. Laczkoski is currently a member of PMEA, MENC, the North American Saxophone
Alliance, and the College Music Society.
For more information please visit www. jason-laczkoski.com

